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MOORE & SMALLEY PALACE SHIELD COMPETITION

CODE OF CONDUCT

This Code is formulated to ensure that the Spirit of Cricket, as contained in the Preamble to the Laws of Cricket (2000 Code), is observed and the best interests and traditions of the Competition and its Clubs are maintained.

1. It shall be a Disciplinary Offence:

(a) for any Club, its Officials or members to act in a manner calculated to prejudice the good name or interests of the Competition or to fail to discipline its players, or

(b) for any player, in the course of, or in connection with a match, to misconduct himself, or act at any time in a manner calculated to prejudice the good name or interests of his Club or of the Competition.

Any Club or player committing such an offence shall be liable to the penalties laid down in the Rules and Codes of the Palace Shield Competition.

2. The following Code of Conduct will be strictly appIied:

(a) Captains are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the Spirit of Cricket, as well as within the Laws of Cricket and the Rules of the Competition. The Captain must maintain discipline within his team and will be held to account should he fail to do so.

(b) Players, Club Officials and members shall not at any time engage in conduct which could bring them, the game, their Club or the Competition into disrepute.

(c) Players must at all times accept the Umpires’ decisions without question and must not show dissent at Umpires’ decisions. Players, Club Officials and members must not indulge in any subsequent comment or criticism of the Umpire(s)’ performance, other than through the formal reporting procedure

(d) Players and Club Officials shall not assault, intimidate or attempt to assault or intimidate an Umpire, another player or a spectator either physically or verbally.

(e) Players shall not use crude or offensive language (also known as ‘sledging), nor make offensive or intimidatory gestures, or swear at their own performances.

(f ) Players shall not willfully damage any cricket equipment or fixtures and fittings.

(g) Club Officials must take action to prevent unacceptable behaviour by spectators during the course of or in connection with a match.

(h) Players, Club Officials and members shall not make any public or media comment, or seek to publish anything which is detrimental to the Competition, another club or individual.

(i) Players, Club Officials and members shall not disclose, or comment upon any alleged breach of this Code, or upon the hearing, report or decision arising from such breach.

3. Where a penalty of any kind may be incurred resulting from any situation under the Rules of the Competition the Laws of Cricket or the Spirit of Cricket, umpires should make known to captains or Club Officials the penalty resulting from non-compliance, so that ignorance may not be used as justification for such non-compliance.

4. Offensive language, abuse or intimidation during matches will not be tolerated and Umpires will require Captains to stop immediately the use of such language or actions, with the ultimate removal of the offending player(s) from the field, if the initial caution is not obeyed.

5 The Rules and Code of Conduct adopted by the Competition, and accepted by the member clubs seek to ensure that the game is played In a competitive, but friendly atmosphere, and efforts to circumvent the rules will be regarded as contrary to the Spirit of Cricket, and may be taken into account in any decisions of the Disciplinary Committee where a penalty may be involved.

GUIDANCE ON PENALTIES TO BE IMPOSED ON CLUBS AND PLAYERS BREACHING THE RULES OF THE COMPETITION OR THE CODE OF CONDUCT

Clubs

All adverse reports or complaints alleging breaches of the Rules of the Competition or the Code of Conduct by clubs, their officials or members, other than misconduct by named players during, or in connection with, a match, will be referred to the Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee who will arrange a hearing in accordance with the procedures set out below.

Named Players

Players breaching the Code of Conduct during, or in connection with, a match will be subject to the following minimum penalties of suspension:

· Physical assault of player(s), umpire(s) or spectators - Minimum of 6 weeks

· Verbal abuse of umpire(s) Minimum of 3 weeks

· Persistent verbal abuse or intimidation of opponent(s) Minimum of 2 weeks

· Dissent over umpire’s decisions Minimum of 1 week

· Persistent use of crude or offensive language Minimum of 1 week

· Willful damage to equipment, etc. Minimum of 1 week 

(plus financial restitution where appropriate)

· Failure of Captain to maintain discipline Minimum of 1 week

All complaints alleging misconduct by named players from umpires, opponents or third parties should be submitted within 3 days of the alleged offence to the Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee who will convey this to the player’s club. Where the offence is admitted the club must impose the appropriate penalty immediately, reporting this to the Chairman. 

Where the offence is not admitted, the report/complaint is contested or the alleged offence is of such severity as to warrant this, the matter will be the subject of a disciplinary hearing.

Where the allegation of misconduct is against the team without individuals being named the matter will be dealt with in the form of action against the club, as above.
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